NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 10024-0018

{Oct. 1990) ~ - "_".'"’-i?.:-.i-,- | ek

" United States Department of the Interior " T

~"Natlonal PaJrl;cJService;imi[vgyg e e E e &z
T N T T BT R TR il PR Nl -
National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form’ B
EUSTIES! e e e e o o

This form is for use In nominating or requesting daterminations for individuat properties and districts. Sea instruclions in How to Complste the

National Register-of-Historic Places Haglstration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complele each item by marking 'x” In the appropriate box or
a ,l,'_by entaring the information requested. !f an item does not apply 10 the property belng documented, enter "N/A" for “not applicable.” For functions,
I3 architectural classification, matarials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional

9_ntf§(}as and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, of computer, 1o complete all items.

I .\1'l\5- [

i} Name of Property

il Whanobaig apmugEel oeadiiine S i . nrufel eleorny afeibun potsiar By sl
L S e G e iF ol bridme over MeCormick's Craek -t o itevow- oo o tit o

: TFFGT 0% Ty e 1 Sad e e

R e o o -

* other names/site number w s R *
:,_ 2. Location

) sl T . T AT R TR A

street & numbeyr __ MeCormick's ‘Creck Stete Purk ~ - NfPnot for publication

yerem o Speneer . T @iy

Indiune code _IN_ county __OQwen code _119_ zip code 47460

- state

-3.-State/Federal Agency Certitication ~ - - - -

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby cenlify that this A nomination
{1} request for determination of eligibility meets the documentalion standards for reglstsring properties in the National Register of
__Hjstoric Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements sel forth In 38 CFR Part 60, In my opinlon, the property
meets [ d6ed not meel the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property ba considered significant
|__{] national dlatewide 1 locally. (] See continuation sheet for additional comments) - -~ -

B e e Ty e s A

- mhr»t:-‘mlée - [ .._,-..T.nr:ﬂ.‘.Hw.Wj/z? -

| Signature of certifying official/Title Data

. PRTRIPCREE, 50 LA Ve 3
Indiana Department of Natural Respurces
.. State of Federal agency and bureay ... ~orntesh [ U

y o . - . _._':‘?.}_- . X .
In my opinion, the property 3 meets [J doss not meet the Natlonal Register criteria. {1 Ses continuation sheet for additional
R 2 _‘comments) T 4 e meeewies m e wrmah bmetd b am 3 e — b e s . (O S

g

e e e e . - . PR Am i ee e

| .. Signature of cerlilying officlalmtle . ... - Date

T State or Fedsral agency and bureau

4. National Fark Service Cenrtification

| hereby certify that the property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
[} entered in the Nalional Register. :

] see continuation sheet.

[3 determined eligible for the
National Register

{1} See continuation shest.
1 determined not eligible for the

National Register.
{7} removed irom the National

Register.
{1 other, (exptain:




B R e T PO SV

Store areh hridre over Gorriickts Creak 0. o Syrty, Indiane
Name of Propeny County and Stale

5. Classification T D T

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Prope
{Check as many boxes as apply) {Check only one box) (Do not include previously Jisted_rgsources \En‘t_ha count)

{1 private L] building(s) - " Gontributing
[3 public-local {3 district 0 0 EAN
X public-State - 7 site buildings

BT T

N S CE R TR O
ng Noncomant_ing

ar. 3
SRS SIREN

i publi-Federal SR st Y0 e g
Ch L o l,,:i_fr:,f,,. e objec e N ¢ structures

aabd s

[t |

L ERS NRORT ST ARG EECEIMY v ey

T e T AT A A o e et 4k i o PV 2 om o By e et ot i e T s e ey

o ] ) O "t resiTotal

Name of related multiple property listing - Number of contributing resources previously listed
{Enter “N/A™ if property is not pant of a raufliple property listing.y ... .. ... . In the National Register - e -

objects

;Eevlr De&l Resources ifi Indianu Statve_upx'irks_____* e AVA\__O__ L 'i"jfs'i"iih."!'-".'""ﬂ’-ﬁ{".mi‘rr'l ',_.,:‘ij,_‘;

‘8. Function or Use ~

e rp iy

“Historic Functions - ’ Current Functions
(Enter categories from: Instructions) . - - (Enter categories irom instructions)

RECREATION: Outcoor Rooreution T
TRANSPORTATION: —Road=related - =i PRANSPORTAYION: Road-rolstod -~ 0

TURECKEATION: “utdoor Wecreation

. - et . 2 o . P,
S i omw it - T Ay
: e r Y
S € b P A AR A 2 7 b e 2 AT 6 ot vt v s e o T L8 £ oA b e e b vt o+ ooe o oo o L
EREEE T ] B PR .t -
Pt nAm s e e pmen e T e et T8 0 e €58 Y ey T B A e A e e e e b om o £ oS4 s s =R s £ AR e n = etk e s et eten e
PPN . cerpnm _— e
WM LIS neg E TA vt 4

i
i

PF RN gy IRRDIT 3G A Aol

I S R R R T e T ST LR A
) i s EngEstny At

UVELITE LDAAEMRGaT 54 SRR 0 el GPRnuninet b OSILT. Taitiat Dl Bl EE

v

} 7. Description e

Architectural Ciassification I —Materials - T L
¢ (Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)

_DTHER: Park Rustic : s T foundation _ STOKE : Limestons -
T T s " walls  STOKB: Limestone =

D T E—— el - . B AT e

’ roof N/A
other _n/a
Narrative Description - -
-~ {Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheels.) -- - o Ee o L



stona srch hridge ovaMcCormick! r _@A_J_%.uud;y,_l_ndlm“
Mame of Property : beC s Creek * County and State

8. Statement of Significance

. . Applicable National Register Criteria . "Areas of Significance
(Mark "'x" in one or more boxes tor the criteria qualifying the properly (Enter categories from instructions)

for National Register listing.} ARCHITECTURE

SATAIT VLY gy WA A Y 4
[ A Property is associated with events that have made ENTERTATNLENT/ (ECKEATION

a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 40CTAL HISTORY -

our history.

{1 B Properly is associated with the lives of persons

significant in our past.

@ C Property embodies the distinctive characieristics

of a type, period, or method of construction or -

_ represents the work of a master, or possesses

high arlistic values, or represents a significant and . . e
distinguishable entity whose components lack . Period of Significance
_individual distinction. L e 1934~1942

0o Prépeﬂy'has yielded, or is likely to yield, o
_information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations - - A ianifi
{Mark "x* in all the boxes that apply.) Slg:;ﬂcant Dates
Con e = 34 . .

“Property’is:

_[1 A ownedbya religious institution or used for .
: religious purposes. i

Significant Person
1 B removed from its original location. {Complete it Criterion B is marked akove)

—n/a

Culturat Affiliation
[ D a cemetery. ‘ WA

[ C a birthplace or grave.

[ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

{1 F a commemorative property.

[1 G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance Architect/Builder
within the past 50 years. * ‘givilian Conservation Corps

Narrative Statement of Signiiicance
* (Explain the significance of the properly on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical Heferences

Bibilography :
(Cite the books, arlicles, and &ther sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)
Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additiomat data:
(3 preliminary determination of individual listing (36 [3 State Historic Preservation Office
CFR 67) has been requested {1 Other State agency
[ previously fisted in the National Register O Federal agency
[ previously determined eligible by the National {1 Local government
Register £3 University
{1 designated a National Historic Landmark {1 Other
[1 recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey Name of repository:
# :

{1 recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #




Stone zrch bridpe over ¥oCQormickt!s (reek Owen Courty, Trndians
Name of Property Counly and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property less than 1 acre

UTH References
(Place additional UTM references on a conltinuation shest))

111:6] [5]2,4/4,0,0] [4,3]4,8]8,2,0| sl bl e v Loty

Zoneg Easling Northing . Zone Easling Northing

3 N I N I O A I abe P LL b Ll 1

{1 See continuation shest

Verbal Boundary Description o )
{Describe the boundaries of the properly an a continuation sheet) " ' T

Boundary Justification o .
{Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation shest.)

11. Form Prepared By

namefiitte __Glory-Jdune Greiff, Consulting Historian

organization : date 11 August 1892
sirest & number _1753 South Talbott telephone __317=657-6163

i : : 46225
C|ty or fown Iﬁdlﬂnap()l is state 11 Zip code 20

Addltienal Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having !érge acreage or NUMerous resourcss.
Photographs
- Representative black and white phot;:graphs of the properly.

Additional items
{Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner’
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.}

name __ndiana Department of Administration/Indiana Department of Natural Resources

street & number telephone

city or town state zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collscted for applications 1o the Nationat Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend sxisling fistings. Responss to this request is required 1o obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 of 564q.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporling burden for this form is eslimated o average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspact
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Servica, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and ths Office of
Management and Budga, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DG 20503,



HPR Porm 100004 O3 Arprovael Mo, 10240018
(885

United States Department of ths Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Stone Arch Bridge over McCormicks Creek Owen County, indiana

o
SBOIEEIAORRﬂ An'ruzr\?g%m’?g?%onpag ——

The stone arch bridge spans McCormick's Creek above the falls, taking a
road that was originally a switchback extension of the main park road
runnirgs east northwestward over the creeik. (The original park road has
since been extended further east and another bridge crosses the creek
further upstream to take visitors to the Nature Center and the swimming
pool, both constiructed in the 1970s.) BAbove the usually shallow, rapid
creek, the bridge nestlesz in a stony canyon roughly thirty feet deep amidst
hilly, wooded terrain (see photo 1). The paved (originally gravel)
roadway, running northwest-southeast, is twenty feet wide between solid
stone masonry walls about two feet high above the road surface (see photo
2). 'The bridge is =lightly humped in the center. At the south end of the
eastermmost wall is a cornerstone inscribed "Erected under direction of
Indiana Department of Conservation/C.C.C. Co. 589/McCormicks Creek Camp
5.P. 4—1934." (See photo 3.) The walls extend at aboub a 45 degree angle
down and around to form retaining walls against the canyon at either erd of
the bridge (see photo 4). The bridge is solidly constructed of mortared
roughcut limestone throughout, faced with sawn stone for a more attractive
appearance. The round arch spans 54 feet and is approximatzly 25 feet at
its highest point.

NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Settled above the stone canyons of rocky McCormick's Creek, the stone arch
bridge at McCormick's Creek State Park is the best example of an arched
bridge constructed by the Civilian Conservation Corps in any Indiana state
park. It is the only such vehicular bridge built completely of =ztone, not
simply faced with the material over a formed concrete core. It stards as a
splendid material record of an important area of New Deal public wixks and
recraational development in Indiana state parks during the 1930s, es
described 1in the historic context “New Deal Work Programs in Indiana State
Parks." As noted in the associated property type identified as “Properties
associated with New Deal work projects related to infrastructure
development,” the stone arch bridge, a resource related to public access,
is eligible under Criterion A {in the areas of recreation and in social
history) because 1t is associated with the New Deal's work programs and
park development in the 1930s. The structure is also eligible under
Criterion C because 1t 1s an outstanding example of the work and the style
of architecture typical of the CCC. The bridae meets all the standards of
integrity established in the multiple property nomination “New Desi
Regources in Indiana State Parks.! The bridge stands in its original
location in its original setting, the design and materials intact. The
structure is representative of and associated with typical CCC workmanship,
that iz, stone mazonry.  The inteqrity of the propevty's fealing 19 strong.
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McCormick's Creek State Park was the first of Indiana's state parks,
established in 1916 even before the Indiana Department of Conservation was
created. Within a few years, an existing building was remodeled into a
park inn, some picnic areas established, and a few trails built. The park
was very popular, and the Department of Conservation saw to the
construction of a swimming pool and bath house near the inn in the late
1920s. McCormick's Creek also boasted group camping facilities. But with
the continuously growing usage of the park, clearly more of it needed to be
made accessible to visitors. The establishment of CCC Company 589 at Camp
SP—4 from November 1933 until July 1935 brought to fruition an ambitious
and much-needed new development program at McCormick's Creek. The CCC boys
worked on reforestation, landscaping, the construction of numerous outdoor
recreational facilities, and the supporting infrastructure, which included
additional trails and roads. The stone arch bridge falls into the category
of infrastructure, albeit far beyond merely functional in its design. By
constructing the bridge across McCormick's Creek at this point, the area
known as Beech Grove (presently part of the campground) became accessible
to park visitors by way of a scenic road that essentially paralleled the
creek past Echo Canyon and then veered northward. The area above Echo
Canyon, too, was now able to be developed as a picnic area.

Records do nof. indicate why the CCC constructed no other stone masonry
bridges in the state parks, although they built several arched bridges
faced with stone, even a triple-arched bridge at Spring Mill. Cost was
probably the most important consideration. (See Qutdoor Indiana, August
1934, p. 21) Most of the stone came from a quarry east of Ellettsville,
salvaged from the grout pile, stone which the milling companies had
rejected. The sawed facing stone was donated by a company in Bloomington.
It took six months, using hand tools, to prepare the stone for the bridge
under the watchful eyes of a foreman from Bloomington, Joe Dalton, and a
Gosport stonemason named Carter. The bridge was completed in the latter
part of 1934. 'That this was an unusual project is perhaps evidenced by the
fact that the cornerstone on the bridge contains photographs and the names
of everyone who worked on it. Certainly the Department of Conservation
must. have been immensely pleased with the structure, as its photograph
appears fraquently in Qutdoor Indiana and general publicity material
throughout the 1930s and to this day. The use of native stone was in
keeping with both NPS guidelines and the policy of the state Department of
Conservation. The material harmonizes visually with the specific setting
ard the park environment as a whole. While the rusticated limestone is in
keeping with the general park rustic mode, the stone arch bridge seems also
to have been influerced by the Romanesque Revival, a popular style for
vehicular and railroad bridges in Indiana well into the 1930s.
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VERBAL, BCUNDARY DESCRIFTION

Bounded by a rectangle whose sides encompass the bridge arxd its alutments
with a margin of ten feet. Also refer to scale map with boundaries.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

Encompasses the resource and its approaches.
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